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Seeing the Past Through the Eye of the 
Needleé  

A few words about Quilt Influencers 

Now known as ñThe Medallion Man,ò Hubert ver Mehren 
first published quilt designs in the mid-1920s, although 
they were not associated with his name. After World War 
I, Hubert moved from Omaha, Nebraska to Des Moines, 
Iowa to open a branch of his fatherôs button and pleating 
business. There he began stamping quilt blocks, pillowcas-
es, and linens (with matching designs for embroidery), 
using motifs he adapted from themes already on the mar-
ket. Around 1930 he launched into making quilting de-
signs, patterns for traditional pieced quilts, stamped fab-
ric for quilt kits, and colorful catalogs. To keep his name 
from public attention, he and his wife, Mary, next operat-
ed a home mail-order business called Home Art Studios, 
the only label ever used to identify his quilt patterns. He 
offered the patterns as ready-cut quilt top kits at prices 
ranging from $3.50 to $5.95, depending on the fabrics 
chosen. The color chart, cutting guide, perforated quilting 
pattern sheets, and stamping powder sold for $1.00.  

Hubert used four shades of one color for his ñLone Starò 
quilt, which soon caught the attention of many quilt-
makers. He went on to create other, more original medal-
lion designs in the Art Deco style, which was becoming 
popular at the time. In 1932, he published the booklet, 
ñColonial Quilts,ò featuring traditional and modern de-
signs. His center medallion quilts kitsɶñLone Starò being 
among the firstɶwere offered in four harmonizing shades: 
pink, blue, orchid, and yellow, with yellow being the most 
popular. The kits included fabric stamped with cutting 
and sewing lines for each geometric piece. The designs 
quickly gained popularity among the quilt-makers who 
entered the 1933 Sears Roebuck & Co. National Quilt Con-
test. In the final round of 30 quilts, two were made from 
his designs: ñStar of Franceò by Susie Combs of Kentucky 
and ñRising Sunò by Lillie Belle Carpenter of Pennsylva-
nia. Today, these two patterns are his signature designs. 

Piece,  
Leigh Ann 

Chattahoochee Evening Stars Quilt Guild  

 

Royal Aster Pattern 
#342 (right) made by 
Julia Maude Marsh 
Smith in Henderson, or 
Crete, NE circa 1935  

She likely did not use a 
kit (which would have 
been available); her 
quilt followed the pat-
ternôs color scheme 
exactly but had the 
ñLone Starò border.  

Star of France 

Quilt (left) 

Artist unknown 

United States 
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¶ President Leigh Ann Kloefkorn called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm and welcomed everyone. She asked if 
there were any Sunshine announcements or in-person visitors.  

¶ The first order of business was to approve the November 2022 minutes printed in the February 2023 news-
letter. Crystal Larson made a motion to approve; Jan Marie Robertson seconded it, and the motion carried. 
Tanya Berfield made a motion to approve the January minutes printed in the February newsletter. Crystal 
seconded the motion; the motion carried. 

¶ Patty Hambrick, Programs Co-chair, introduced Rachaeldaisy via Zoom from Australia.  

¶ Amy Walsh and Shannon Shipley announced the UFO/NESTY awards, which were handed out as people 
signed in for the evening. All 16 participants finished at least four projects, earning a UFO charm. One par-
ticipant completed all her listed projects!  

¶ Community Service program chairs, Betsy Malone and Tanya Berfield, noted that the duffle bag workshop 
went well. All participants completed bags, which were donated to Dream Weavers of Georgia for foster chil-
dren in the area. Betsy has kits available for the Quilts for Kids program, or you can go on the Quilts for Kids 
website to download an easy pattern. Unique Sew & Fabric (https://www.uniqsew.com) in Johns Creek will 
hold a sew-in on March 18. 

¶ Vicki Evaristo, in charge of the spring retreat, announced that all monies are due at the February meeting. 
More information is forthcoming, but for now, plan to bring your sewing equipment and supplies. She also 
recommended bringing your own chair, if desired. 

¶ Maxine Moore stated that the details for this yearôs challenge and were distributed with the February news-
letter sent out on February 6. 

¶ Laura Kimball talked about the Sip & Sews, held twice monthlyɶonce in the evening and once during the 
afternoon. She noted the new afternoon time of 2ï4 pm. Come chat, drink wine; the advice is free. Also, the 
Tuesday Bee Group has a new meeting locationðMansell House on Old Milton Parkway.   

¶ Patty Hambrick and Debbee West announced that next monthôs program will be about batting. Theyôll also 
send out instructions for the first bag of the year.  

¶ Leigh Ann shared information about upcoming quilt shows. The Cotton Patch Quilters in Athens is having a 
show March 3ï5 in Watkinsville, and the Original Sewing and Quilt Expo is coming to Duluth March 9ï11.  

¶ Korri Iracondo of Ways and Means had Leigh Ann draw the ticket for to-
nightôs drawing. Jan Marie Robertson won Rachaeldaisyôs book ñWhiz 
Bang.ò Two lucky winners also were awarded tickets to the Sewing Expo. 

¶ Cathy Marbury announced the details for a bus trip to QuiltCon on Friday, 
February 24. The cost per person is $15; 14 seats are available.  

¶ Show and Tell followed. 

¶ Meeting adjourned at 9:04.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Holly Lightfoot 
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Programs  

Screenshot from the 
Racheldaisy Dodd 
Pine Star workshop 
held on February 12. 
All had a great time 
and nearly everyone 
finished their pro-
ject!   

Lyn HeilmanɶWhatôs Inside Matters: All about Batting 
 

Our March speaker is Lyn Heilman, whoôll present ñWhatôs 
Inside MattersðAll About Batting.ò Consider this a course in 
Batting 101φa fun and educational lecture on how to choose 
batting for your project. Learn the why and when for different 
fibers and bonding methods, and what you can expect from 
them in your finished quilt.  

Lyn is uniquely qualified to speak on this topic. She founded 
a retail and longarm quilting business, Quilted Memories, in 
2006 in Overland Park, KS. Living in an area with no easy ac-
cess to the variety of available battings, she became a Hobbs distributor. After sever-
al years working at shows and selling Nolting longarm quilting machines plus quilt-
ing supplies from her home, Lynôs business grew to the point that it now occupies a 

huge warehouse/flex space. This one space is home to 
Quilted Memories and BattingSuperSale.com.  

Her business motto is ñKeep Quilting Affordable.ò She 
sells a wide variety of battings, including Stitch In 
Time Quilt Batting, one she developed and launched 
in 2018. All supplies are available online or for pickup 
from her Overland Park, KS location. 



п 

 
 

 

Programs, contõd 

Second Annual Needle Memorial   

On Monday, March 6, bring your 
well-used, broken and bent pins and 
needles for our Hari-KuyƬ  
(Japanese: ᶫ ). Hari means nee-
dle, and kuyo means memorial. 

Hari-KuyƬ, the ancient Japanese 
Buddist and Shinto Festival of Bro-
ken Needles, honors and celebrates 
the dull and broken needles used 
during the past year. In our throw-
away society, this observance might 
seem an unusual practice. But the 
Japanese donôt think of their tools 
as we generally do. Once a year, Japanese workers and artisans express their grati-
tude and respect for their used and broken instruments.  

This 400-year-old ceremony is traditionally celebrated on February 8 by women and 
men, both professional sewing artisans and home sewists, as a memorial to all 
the sewing pins and needles broken in their service during the past year, and as an 
opportunity to pray for improved skills.  

Bring your used needles and pins and join in! 

Year-long Bag Sew-Along 

Bring your finished Sew -Along bags for February and March to 

Show & Tell. Choose a free fat quarter for each bag you present! 


