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Seeing the Past Through the Eye of the 
Needleé  

A few words about Quilt Influencers 

If not for a certain couple being in the right place at the 
right time, we might not have a quilt guildφor even be 
quilt makers at all. 

In 1967, Jonathan Holstein and Gail van der Hoof met in 
Aspen during one of Jonathanôs ski trips. Gail followed 
him back to New York City, where he was heavily in-
volved in the art scene. Both he and she had roots in the 
arts. Gail had a formal art education, while Jonathan im-
mersed himself in museums and galleries.  

The two spent long weekends in Bucks County, PA and 
the surrounding areaφcombing through flea markets 
and antique stores, gradually noticing just how many 
quilts were for sale. They bought one quilt, then went 
back to buy moreφand chose quilts with great aesthetic 
merit, not necessarily those with the best workmanship 
or preservation. Thus was born a collection of quilts hav-
ing visual interest and impact! In 1970, they expanded 
their search to New England, New Jersey, and New York, 
and, of course, found more quilts. 

They now thought about exhibiting these marvelous 
quiltsφin an art museum. It had never been done be-
fore. They selected the Whitney Museum of American Art 
in New York City and submitted a proposal. Instead of 
sending slides that failed to capture the quiltsô graphic 
quality and scale, they stuffed six quilts into a duffle bag 
and presented them in person.  

Although quilts had heretofore been categorized as 
ñcraftò, Jonathan used the word ñartò in his proposal. 
When Jonathan brought the quilts out of the duffle bag... 
it was a magical moment. The Whitney wanted the exhib-
it! As a last-minute addition to the schedule, the Abstract 
Design in American Quilts exhibit opened with 62 quilts 
on July 1, 1971. This exhibit, along with the 1976 bicen-
tennial celebration, forever changed our perception of 
quilts.  

Chattahoochee Evening Stars Quilt Guild  

The quilt, now seen within a new circle of light, 
had been catapulted into the art world! Touted in 
print media, word spread about the exhibit. The 
Whitney extended the exhibit another month 
then toured it for a few more years. The ensuing, 
huge quilt revival led to the formation of quilt 
guilds, quilting classes, and quilt shows. 

In 1991, to mark the 20th anniversary, the exhibit 
encored in Louisville, Kentucky. On its 50th anni-
versary, in 2021, the quilts were displayed at the 
International Quilt Museum (IQM) in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, where they now reside permanently. 
For a peek at the quilts, go to:  https://
www.internationalquiltmuseum.org/exhibition/
adaq50 

 Piece, 

 Leigh Ann 
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Announcements  

  CES January Meeting Agenda  

             1/9/2023 

        6:00ð9:30 pm 

§ 6:00ɶAlpharetta Adult Activity Centerðopen for CES members to socialize and set up* 

§ 7:00ɶMeeting call to order 

¶ Thank Cindy and Kathleen for Holiday Party 

¶ Awards/UFO/NESTYðAmy and Shannon 

¶ Community ServiceðBetsy and Tanya (introduce 2023 projects) 

¶ Membership/Marketing/RecruitmentðSusan (introduce new members, visitors) 

¶ Ways and MeansðGreta and Korri (introduce opportunity prize) 

¶ RetreatðVicki (announce details and deadlines) 

¶ Challenge QuiltðMaxx (introduce 2023 rules and deadlines) 

¶ Anyone else have an announcement? 

¶ ProgramsðPatty (market February program and workshop, introduce 2023 Sew Along) 

§ 7:30ɶProgramðPatty (2022 Village People BOM show and tell, special guest, awards,               

                           drawing for long-arm quilting) 

§ 8:30ɶOpportunity Prize DrawingðGreta and Korri 

§ 8:35ɶShow & Tell 

§ 9:00-ishɶSign up for workshop, pay membership dues, socialize, and put up tables and 

chairs 

§ 9:30ɶOut of building 

* Garage Sale set up begins at 5:45 pm 

The Tuesday Evening Bee is Back!   

The first meeting of 2023 is Tuesday, January 17, at the Log Cabin, 

210 Milton Avenue, Alpharetta, beginning at 6:30 pm.  Weôll start 

our PhD Challenge for 2023, so start making your list and begin 

working on Project #1. Youôll get a separate email with the 2023 

form in the near future.   

Not up for a Challenge? No problem; come on anyway. Weôd love to 

see you!   

Questions?  Contact Laura Kimball at LKimball50@gmail.com or 

470-330-9496.  
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Donôt miss our first guild meeting of the New Year! 

So much will be happening! 
 

January 9th 2023 
       

Big Reveal 

Members have been working for a full year on the Sew Along 
for the beautiful Edyta Sitar Village quilt tops! These quilt tops 
will be a main attraction for the meeting! If you havenôt quite 
finished, please bring what youôve completed. We want to see 
everyoneôs creative efforts on this challenging pattern.  

CES member and machine quilter extraordinaire, Debbee 
West, has generously offered to quilt one of the finished tops, 
so bring your finished Village quilt top, and enter your name 
for the drawing! 

 
 
Member Garage Sale 

Want to make a little money? Weôll start off the evening at 6:00 pm with our Third Annual CES 
Guild Garage Sale. Go through your sewing room stash and find useful quilt-related items or fabrics 
to sell.  

If you have items you want to sell, contact Patty Hambrick before the meeting at (678)429-
6779 or patriciaLhambrick@gmail.com. Sheôll make table space available for your treasures.  

Sellers: Label and price your items, and arrive at 5:45 pm to set up. Be prepared to sell your own 
items; bring small bills to make change; and take home all your unsold items.  

Buyers: Come prepared at 6:00 pm with a checkbook and/or small bills!  

 

 
A Full Sneak Peek of 2023 CES Events 

We have activities to tie up from 2022 and so many more planned for the New Year!  
Come get the low-down on:  

*2022 UFO Awards 

*Introducing the 2023 Annual Guild Challenge 

*Details about our fun, first, in-person (since COVID) Spring Retreat    

*Introducing 2023 Programs and Workshops 

§ Our first workshop, on February 12, is with the amazing Aussie, Rachaeldaisy! Donôt miss 
this one. Sign up using the registration form on page 5 of this newsletter! 

*Introducing the 2023 Guild Sew-Along 

*Answering your questions about our guildôs Community Service Projects, Sip Nô Sews, Tuesday 
Bee Groupé and more!  

Programs  

mailto:patriciaLhambrick@gmail.com


п 

 
Join us!  

Coming soonφour first  

workshop of 2023!  
 
Zooming in with us at our February 6 guild meeting is the fun 
and lovely Australian quilter, Racheldaisy Dodd. Sheôll present 
her quilt-making journey and ways of using folded fabrics and 
their MANY variations to make whimsical award-winning 
quilts.  

The following Sunday, February 12, from noon to 4 pm, sheôll 
conduct a workshop via Zoom. Youôll be able to explore her 

amazing and accessible fabric folding techniquesɶand will be blown away in the best possible way! 
(She is happily and graciously willing to participate in these two events despite the 12-hour differ-
ence in time zones!) Workshop sign-ups are in progress; the cost is $50 per person, and there are 
still a few spaces left. Registration has been offered to CES members first, so sign up now! See reg-
istration form on the next page.  

After January 9th, weôll open workshop enrollment to other guilds. Detailed 
(and easy) prep instructions will be sent to all participants before the work-
shop; thereôs no extra kit fee. Because this event is entirely on Zoom, youôll re-
ceive a Web link to the live event and can work in your pajamas in the comfort 
of your own sewing space. You wonôt need to hire a sherpa to tote your stuff.  

There are only 3 workshops this year; donôt miss this one! For more info., con-
tact Patty Hambrick (678-429-6779 or patriciaLhambrick@gmail.com). 


